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The day began with two pipers marching around the hall
followed by two children from each school with their school
banner. The noise from more than 700 children was fantastic,
the cheering and clapping completely drowned the pipes!

From the original idea, to have a celebration of Scottish
Country Dancing, Johan MacLean and Christine Watson
(Primary PE Manager, Glasgow City Council) organised
support from RSCDS Glasgow Branch teachers together
with PE specialist teachers to offer teaching skills and advice
to any primary school in the Glasgow area. Over 40 schools
took up the offer. Some of the primary school teachers had
little or no experience of Scottish Country Dancing so two
workshops were held by Johan in October 2005. During
each session all seven dances had to be taught from scratch -
no easy task! From there the support network offered con-
tinued help, and enthusiasm grew as the 14 March ap-
proached.

At last the day arrived and all involved hoped that everything
would go to plan. Firstly (and very importantly) John Renton
and his band arrived, followed by the stewards, children,
teachers and VIP guests. With Les Lambert as an excellent
MC, superb music and well organised stewards the whole
day could not have been better, but what made it so
special was the sheer enjoyment on the children’s faces.

A big thank you to all those who helped in any way with this
event, particularly Johan who chaired the working group of
Christine Watson, Ruth Beattie, Jim Ferguson and Pam
Gillies. This was an ideal way to introduce children to
Scottish Country Dancing - the challenge is how to keep
them dancing?

Fiona McDonald.
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April 2006 Newsletter.

CHAIRMAN'’S ADDRESS

This issue of the Newsletter is a time of farewells — my own last address
and Les’s last editorial. Looking back over the two years of my chairman-
ship I am pleased with the success of many of the Branch’s activities, with
perhaps the biggest event of all being the recent Primary Schools Festival
in the Kelvin Hall. Other events such as dancing in Princes Square and
Mugdock Park and the two ‘Come and Try’ sessions at Celtic Connections
have all achieved one of the Society’s principal aims, promoting Scottish
Country Dancing to the public. Our classes and dances have continued,
some with more success than others, and the relaxed atmosphere of Club
Night is proving popular (and not just because of the supper!).

One thing I wasn’t able to achieve was to cut the length of the agenda for
committee meetings — the Branch is involved in so many activities over
and above our classes and dances, such as the Glasgow Music Festival,
Children in Need (A Jig for Pudsey), our overnight dinner dance at
Aberfoyle, and more, all of which have to be planned and discussed in
detail.

All of the above has only been achieved by the help of a strong and
supportive committee — my thanks to all members. 1 have especially
appreciated the input from some of our newer members who at times
question.. “why do we do things this way? ” While there is much of our
business that follows on, year on year, we do need to adapt and consider
change to ensure that we are relevant to today’s Society’s interests. The
recent RSCDS Scottish Conference highlighted that this is something that
faces all Branches.

The AGM will be held on Thursday 18" May in Woodside Halls. After
several years as Events Convenor Robert McColl is retiring and we will be
looking for at least one new commitiee member. If you have views on how
The Branch should conduct its business, then consider joining Chairman
elect Jim Ferguson in carrying forward our successes and in developing
new ideas.

I hope to see you all at the AGM. I know that Jim intends to repeat the
general discussion forum, which gives members an opportunity to air their
views (and, doubtless, several hoary old chestnuts!). The future of the
Branch is in good hands.

Hamish Gibb

Mickel SCD Club
Will be holding their Annual Dance
On 15 September 2006
In :- The Carmichael Halls, Giffnock
Music by George Stirrat
Programme will be available in the August edition but for

further information you can phone Nora Johnstone at 0141
637 1692

Spring Classes
The Branch has organised a series of Spring Classes this year that feature local dance devisors. John Johnston is well known for his Salute
to Glasgow and his recent composition Compliments to the Lawsons, a copy of which is produced on page 4. Jimmy McMillan has
devised a lot of dances over the years, many featuring Branch members or their exploits. Alice McLean has published several books of
dances and from these Andrew McConnell has selected a few for his evening of teaching. We hope that Alice will be able to attend on
that evening. Eric Finley is the fourth guest teacher. Eric who is ‘weel known’ for The Ayrshire Wheelie Bin also has a number of other

compositions to his credit.
Date Teacher Dance Devisor
25 April John Johnston John Johnston
2 May Jimmy McMillan James McMillan
9 May Eric Finley Eric Finley
16 May Andrew McConnell Alice McLean
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WANTED - Branch Shopkeeper Association of SCD Teachers

With the retirement of our shopkeeper Marilyn Mowbray the I Peter Clark of Kingussie has recently taken steps to
Branch are eager to find a new Shopkeeper. Branch shop provides a || explore the demand for some kind of Association or Group
really valuable service to members who cannot get to or don’t have || representing country dance teachers. He took the initiative
the time to get to HQ in Edinburgh to browse through the CDs, || of writing to as many teachers as he could identify to
sheet music, books of dances and items such as Society ties etc. assess the level of interest. As a result, a first gathering of
Anyone who has been to our dances, festivals or other events ||some 50 teachers from all over Scotland took place in
where the shop has been present will have a pretty good idea of || Edinburgh a few weeks ago and included four from
what is  involved. However, Marilyn will be happy to explain the || Glasgow.

procedures involved in selecting, ordering and maintaining stock, ) . .
& € € Whilst the main purpose of the day was to determine

whether there was any call for such a group and if so what
would its remit be, the opportunity was provided to take
000 part in a series of workshops led by Elma McCausland, an
experienced RSCDS teacher and examiner from Belfast.
They were great fun, informative, challenging for some of
Les’s Last Issue us and offering the opportunity to ask questions of
As he intimated in a previous issue, Les Lambert is retiring as || ourselves as teachers.
Newsletter Editor with this, his last edition.
The Branch owes a great deal to Les for taking on the vacant
editorship just after his term of office as Chairman, a well
earned rest from Branch affairs would have been in order. In
addition he carried on the responsibility for organising our
Teaching in Primary Schools Project. Les juggled the demands
of the two roles along with those of his other big interest -
his and Carolyn’s puppet theatre, which they have taken all
over the UK delighting and entertaining young people. . o
Les’s editorials expressed his own view of the SCD scene in || However, 1 was convinced of the sincerity of those
Glasgow. He was keen to encourage letters, articles and || aitending in wanting Peter’s initiative to succeed and I am
photographs from members and not just produce an events || Sure there could be a future for such an organisation
diary. Although Les would have liked to see some colour or || Supporting and encouraging teachers. So, you Scottish
high definition printing in the Newsletter, the Committee Country pance Teachers vyho were unable'or not 1pterested
reluctantly decided against the considerable extra cost. in attending the first meeting, you may wish to give some
Carolyn and Les are now spending a lot of time with their thqught to trying to come along to the next meeting in
first grandchild. We hope they will still find some time for || Edinburgh in September to see what it is all about.
dancing, that is if they have any energy left! Les Lambert.
Les, a very big thank you from all your readers.
Hamish Gibb.

If you are interested then please let the Chairman or Branch
Secretary know. Many thanks.

The day ended with a small working group appointed to
produce a draft constitution and to outline the objectives
and purpose of such an association . Whilst it was agreed
by all attending that a second meeting to be held in
September was to be recommended, the actual forming of
an Association (name yet to be decided) is still up for
debate and I suppose very much depends upon what is on
offer and what arises from the draft constitution.

SCD IN THE PARK - A DATE FOR

SUMMER DANCING 2006 YOUR DIARY
Westerton Village Hall
Maxwell Avenue WHERE? Mugdock Country Park
Westerton, Bearsden Victorian Walled Garden
WHEN? Saturday 17 June 2006
. TIME? 14.00 to 16.00
On the following Tuesdays:- WHO'S PLAYING?  David Ross & Alan Adams
30 May 25 July
Come along and enjoy the opportunity to dance in the open
3 June 08 August air in the va?alled gaf*den of tgg beautzful country park. Live
27 June 22 August music, a piper, demonstrations of dancing but most of all, a
Il July 05 September familiar and easy programme of dances so that everyone

can join in the fun.

Cost /evening  £3.00 Time. 7.30 - 9.45pm Mugdock Country Park also offers the opportunity to funch
beforehand in either the Stables Tearoom or the new

: restaurant within the Plantaria Garden Centre (0141 955
Contact Chris or Margaret Sandgrs 01419427519 0011) for reservations. Alternatively, come and have a
For further details family picnic, the weather's guaranteed, and at the same
time enjoy the other attractions the park has to offer.
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Dance Programmes

Date. 28 April 2006 Bearsden Burgh Hall.

Band: David Oswaid

Date. 23 June 2006. Midsummer Ball - Glasgow City Hall.
Band: Colin Dewar

Jubilee Jig ] Lt Good Hearted Glasgow J Knapman
Happy Returns R MMM 2 Blooms of Bon Accord R Drewry
Minister on the Loch S Goldring Butterscotch and Honey S Attwood
5lst Travellers } 44 Seton’s Ceilidh Band ] Fordyce
The Earl of Mansfield R Lft The Recumbent Stone R Drewry
Autumn in Appin S 31 Miss Gibson’s Strathspey S Lft
Side by Side ] Goldring Swiss Lassie R 39
Mrs Stewart of Fasnacloich R Lt Midnight Oil J Drewry
Lomond Walz Waltz
Laggan Bay } Forbes Glasgow Anniversary Jig J Glasgow 75
General Stuart’s Reel R 10 Peat fire Flame R Drewry
By Sea and Land S Attwood Garry Strathspey ) Cosh
Machine Without Horses J 12 Pelorus Jack } 41
Anniversary Reel R 36 Ladies of Dunse R 26
Culla Bay S 41 Alison Rose S Imperial Bk 2
Macleod’s Fancy ] 33 Old Nick’s Lumber Room } 26
Royal Yacht Britannia R 43 Mairi’s Wedding R Cosh
Extras:- Extras:
Wild Geese } Book 24 Music Makars R 33
Peat Fire Flame R Drewry Monymusk S H
Date. 18 August 2006. Milngavie Town Hall THE “MISSIONARY” SOCIETY?
Band: The Lothian Band
Joie de Vivre ] 39 Thanks to the initiative of one our Committee members - Pat
Flowers of Edinburgh R l lgg%lz?de - The Branch has ventured into unknown territory in
Anna Holden's Strathspey s 42 The first of these was to teach two taster sessions in January at
Napier’s Index J 45 workshops under the Celtic Connections umbrella at the
The Plantation Reel R Pinewoods Coli 2 | Glasgow Royal Concert Hall. Jim Ferguson and Liz Ferguson
Sugar candie s 2% instructed over 60 peop}e during _tl?e two sessiops on a
Y somewhat inferior floor with the participants in anything from
Jennifer's Jig } Drewry trainers to boots but greatly assisted by John Renton and Ricki
The Summer Assembly R 35 Franci. These were good fun and with a flavour of Jig, Reel
and Strathspey tempo we hope the dancers enjoyed their early
The Starry Eyed Lassie ] 23 Saturdgy rpoming start. We hope to repeat the sessions at
Pegzy Dewar " 38 some time in the future.
Foxhill Court s Drewry The second venture will take place in August under the
Knotwork J 4 University of Strathclyde’s ‘Summer Programme’ by the
The Sailor R 2 centre of Lifelong Learning. Jim Ferguson and Fiona
The Byron Strathspey s Drewry McDonalfi will each.take four sessioqs und.er the title “An
Introduction to Scottish Country Dancing” in an attempt to
Noah's Ark ! 43 attract would-be dancers away from Salsa and the many other
The Irish Rover R Cosh attractive courses offered under the scheme.
Extras. Thanks again to Pat and we hope that as a result of these
Wild Geese | 24 efforts we might see some new faces at our classes.
Shiftin Bobbins R Ormskirk Bk 6

Note from the Webmaster:

Cribs for unusual or Non-Society dances will be given on the Branch website. At the introductory page click on

one of the buttons and on the next page there is a button labelled “Dances”. Click there and scroll down to below the programme list.
Branch Dance Tickets: Tickets for the Branch monthly dances may be obtained from the class Representative or direct from the Social Events

Convenor Mr Robert McColl, tel 0141 956 2134.
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Compliments To The Lawsons
Last year when Nan and George Lawson celebrated their Golden Wedding, the Branch Committee thought that we should mark the
occasion by having a dance devised for them. We asked John Johnstone if he would do it and John replied that he knew exactly the sort of
dance George and Nan would like incorporating a number of traditional movements. One week later he produced an untitled 32 bar
strathspey for four couples which was tried out on his Tuesday class. It proved popular, with smoothly flowing phrases although we had to
be alert not to instinctively set after the first petronella in tandem (top and bottom couples go straight into a right hands across). John had
chosen a traditional strathspey Littlejohn’s Hame as the signature tune which fitted the dance well. The dance was given the title
Compliments To The Lawsons and we decided to present it at the January Ball.
Before then John and Maureen visited Janie Barr who is well known to many Branch members as the pianist in the former George Fleming
S.C.D Band. The band used to play regularly for the dances the George’s Paisley class held in the West School. Janie said that she would
very much like to join the tribute to George and Nan and she was currently composing a strathspey which she felt would fit the dance.
There wasn’t much time before the Ball but Janie managed to complete her tune which she has titled The West School. So, we had not
only a new dance but it had its own purpose written signature tune.
We planned to surprise George and Nan by demonstrating the new dance at the Ball but we wanted to have some members of the Paisley
class in the demonstration. In great secrecy Olga and Betty joined Jennifer Lawson and other members of the Advanced class for a couple
of practice sessions under Fiona McDonald’s direction. John Renton played the new tune and we found that it is a lyrical strathspey but it
fitted the dance just as well as the more traditional one. John said that even as he played it, he heard the outline of a second part in his
head.
Just before the interval at the Ball and just after George had recapped Nan’s dance Paisley Mondays, Pam Gillies, Fiona McDonald and
Duncan Drummond presented to George and Nan a framed montage containing the instructions for the dance and the manuscript of the
music. The demonstration went well and then under John’s direction, everyone danced Compliments To The Lawsons for its first public
performance with the music played by The Ian Muir Band.

Our thanks to John and Janie. I am sure that the dance will feature regularly in future programmes.

Photographs of the event, taken by Patrick Murray, are on the Branch Website and the instructions for the dance are given below.

Hamish Gibb
COMPLIMENTS TO THELAWSONS - 32 Bar Strathspey for four couples
1 - 4 I1stand 2nd couples set and petronella in tandem. 3rd and 4th couples dance similarly.
5 - 8 Istand 2nd couples dance right hands across once round. 3rd and 4th couples dance similarly.
9 - 12. Ist and 2nd women and 1st and 2nd men set and petronella in tandem to finish on the opposite side. 3rd and

4th couples dance similarly.

13- 16 All set and, giving right hand to partner, cross to own side. At the end, 2nd and 4th men and 1st and 3rd women
pull right shoulder back.

17-24 All dance reels of four on the sides. On bars 23 24 instead of passing left shoulder, 4th and 1st women and
4th and 1st men turn with both hands half way round, opening out to face across the dance with nearer hands
joined.

25 -28 1st and 4th couples dance four hands once round to the left.

29 -32 1st and 4th couples set and link.

Finish in the order 2,4.1.3. Repeat three times.
Devised at the request of RSCDS Glasgow Branch by John A Johnston and inscribed to George and Nan Lawson
to mark the occasion of their Golden Wedding in 2005,

STRACHUR SMIDDY TRUST

A Scottish Country Dance In The Memorial Hall, Strachur - In aid of funds for the Trust.
Saturday 17 June 2006 7.30 - [1.00pm

Mugic by David Ross and Rig Band

Hoopers Jig ] MMM2 The Deil Amang The Tailors R 4
Maxwell's Rant R 18 . The Bees of Maggieknockater J Drewry
Gang The Same Gate S 36 Miss Gibson's Strathspey S Haynes
The Laird of Milton’s Daughter J 22 The Smiddy Jig J Lft

] B Milne R Foss Inverneill House R 35

The Birks of Invermay S 6 The Silver Tassie S Drewry
Catch The Wind R 45 / Follow me Home } 38
Pelorus jack } 41 The Reel of The Royal Scots R Goldring
Neidpath Castle S 22 Extras:-

The College Hornpipe R 20 The Wild Geese J 24
Interval. Sugar Candie S 26

Refreshments. Raffle. Tickets £€7.00 For further information contact Alastair MacFadyen 01369 860787










