ROYAL SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY

eyaml | AUGUST 2006 NEWSLETTER

Charity Registered in Scotland,
SC 008002
www.rscdsglasgow.org

Chairman’s Address

| have just had a phone call from our new Newsletter editor, Hamish, to say
that a Chairman’s Address was required yesterday for the next edition. It is
the middle of the Glasgow Fair Holiday — one of the best and warmest for
many a year — lulling us into lethargy and when just to lift a pen, never mind
dance a few reels, seems an incredible effort!

But | am sure that Hamish would say — “You, Jim encouraged me to assist
the Branch by being editor, so just get on with it” — and of course he would
be right! | am under no disillusions that although the first couple of months
in the Chair have been quite carefree, it won’t always be so. In fact, having
also become a new grandfather, life has been hectic at times.

To think back for a moment, we had another fine afternoon’s dancing at
Mugdock Park in June with many spectators and dancers. For myself, |
enjoyed seeing some of the children encouraging their folks to join in an
extra Dashing White Sergeant to give a real family feel to the event. Our
thanks to Fiona for arranging the day, to David Ross and the Park Staff.

Our new event, the Midsummer Ball in the City Halls was well supported and
I'm sure that everyone enjoyed dancing to the Colin Dewar Band. More
details inside but our thanks to Margaret Weir for organising the Ball.

Two events will soon be with us, Dancing in Princes Square on 30% August
and a Summer Dance on the 18" August. More on these events

on the following pages. The Princes Square event is a great opportunity
to bring Scottish Country Dancing to the attention of the public, so please
come aiong and support it.

In the meantime | hope that you have enjoyed a good summer and hope that
you are looking forward to another season’s dancing.

Best wishes

Jim Ferguson
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Dinner Dance ‘& Overnight

The Branch is holding another of its very successful dinner dance and overnight mini weekends on
Friday 23 February 2007, at the Rob Roy motel, Aberfoyle. This year the band will be The
Dumgoyne Band , led by our very own Robert McColl. Application forms are included with this
Newsletter and if you would like to come to this very sociable event, please return them promptly

to the organiser, Maureen Daniel.




CLASSES 2006-7

1st Session:

w/c Mon 11 September - w/c Mon 4 Dec (12 weeks)

There will be no classes during the w/c 16 October 2006

As there will be no class on Monday 25 September 2006, a class

will be held on Monday 11 December 2006 .
The Advanced Class meets on alternate Wednesdays beginning 13" September

2nd Session:

w/c Monday 8 January 2007 - w/c Monday 26 March 2007 ( 11 weeks)
There will be no classes during w/c Monday 12 February 2006

The Advanced Class meets on alternate Wednesdays beginning on 17" January

Details
Day Time Venue Teacher & Musician
Monday
Introductory 7.00pm - 7.45pm Our Lady of Annunciation School Mr Jim Ferguson
(to be confirmed) Miss Dorothy Hamilton
General 8.00pm - 9.30pm Our Lady of Annunciation School Mr Jimmy McMillan
(to be confirmed) Miss Dorothy Hamilton
Tuesday
Introductory 7.00pm - 7.45pm Cleveden School Mrs Liz Ferguson
Mr David Ross
General 8.00pm - 9.30 pm Cleveden School Mr John Johnston
Mr David Ross
Wednesday
General 2.00pm - 3.30pm St Paul's Church Hall Mrs Pearl Smith
Whiteinch Mr David Ross
Advanced 7:30pm — 9:00pm Bellahouston Academy Mrs. Fiona McDonald
(fortnightly) Mr. John Renton
Thursday
Demonstration 7:15-9:15pm Bellahouston Academy Mr. Alastair Brown
Group
Cost: First Session:

General Class
Members:
Non-Members:

Advanced Class:
Members :
Non-members:

Second Session:

£36.00 per term or £3.50 per night
£48.00 per term or £4.50 per night
introductory Class:

£2.00 per night

£20 per term or £3.50 per night
£26 per term or £4.50 per night

Members
Non-Members:

£32.00 per term or £3.50 per night
£44 .00 per term of £4.50 per night

Introductory Class: £2.00 per night.
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Dance & Musie

One of the pleasures of attending the Advanced class has been listening to John Renton’s
explanation of wh%l he chose the particular tunes for the evening, which he often expanded to tell
the history of a tune and of its composer. These gems of musical information were given
informally, oftengust in response to a dancer saying how much they liked a particular tune. This
session we aim to take greater advantage of John's, and Ricky’s, great knowledge and musical
experience, by asking them to give an introduction/ background to each set of tunes, as part of

the class.

So, if you are interested in the music for dancing and particularly the history of many wonderful
tunes, come along on Wednesday evenings (every second Wednesday) to Bellahouston. Don’t
be put off by the name Advanced - it is a class for experienced dancers with the aim of doing
some more unusual dances, as well as brushing up on technique and the less common
f%mﬁations where they are required for a particular dance, but we dance for fun as well as for a
challenge.
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4 members of The Buchanan Dancers group are
going forward for the first part of their Teaching
Certificate. Niamh & Rachel Friel , Stefanie Roberts
and Zila Lwanda, tutored by Maureen McNeil, have
appeared at most of our young people’s events over
a number of years. Readers may well remember an
excellent photograph of the girls dancing Anna
Holden’s Strathspey at the Glasgow Music Festival,
printed in “The Herald’ two years ago.

The girls are all still in full time education and applied
to The Society for grant funding towards the
considerable costs involved. The Branch strongly
supported this application and decided that we too
should provide assistance. As was reported at our
AGM, the Branch gave £1000 to be shared between
the girls.

All four successfully passed the preliminary stage
and will be attending this year's Summer School at
St.Andrews, for the more intensive section of the
certificate.

— 'Teaching Certificate Candidates |

August
9 Committee Meeting

7 Committee Meeting
2007
January

8 -11 Classes Resume

10 Committee Meeting

12 Annual Ball

13 §tbc; Come & try 8Celtic Connections

27 tbc Come & try @Celtic Connections
February

23 Dinner Dance & Overnight
March

9 Branch Dance
24 Club Night
27 Committee Meeting

18 Branch Dance

30 Dancing in The Square
September

4 Committee Meeting

11- 14 Classes begin
October

6 Branch Dance

12 Committee Meetm%1

12 Westerton Club 75
November

3-5 RSCDS AGM

11 Club Night

15 Committee Meeting
December

1 Branch Dance

PBrandd Spummec Diance

Programme:

J Joie de Vivre Bk 39
R Flowers of Edinburgh Bk 1
S Anna Holden’s Strathspey Bk 42
J Napier’s Index Bk 45
R Plantation Reel Pinewoods
S Sugar Candie Bk 26
J Jennifer's Jig Drewry
R Summer Assembly Bk 35
J Starry Eyde Lassie Bk 23
R Peggy Dewar Bk38

S Foxhill Court Drewry
J Knotwork Bk 44
R The Sailor Bk 24
S Byron Strathspey Drewry
J Noah’s Ark Bk 43
R Irish Rover Cosh

Tickets £5 at door or from Flora Frame, 942 6850
Programme compiled by Katherine Morrison

EVENTS DIARY — WHAT’S ON

Friday 18t August
7:30 - 10:30 pm

Milngavie Town Hall

Geo. Meikle & The Lothian Band

Partick Burgh Hall
Milngavie Town Hall
Princes Square

Partick Burgh Hall

Bearsden Burgh Hall
Partick Burgh Hall
Westerton

Aberdeen

New Kilpatrick Church Hall

Partick Burgh Hall
Carmichael Hall

Partick Burgh Hall

Partick Burgh Hall
Paisley Town Hall
Concert Hall
Concert Hall

Aberfoyle

Clarkston Hall

New Klg)atrlck Church Hall

Partick

urgh Hall




Midsummer Ball

A new venture for Glasgow Branch was a Midsummer
Ball held in June.

80 people enjoyed the ambience of dining on the
mezzanine level of the newly refurbished City Halls. The
rich carpeting, the light coloured walls and feature lighting
blended well to give a modern spacious feeling, while
highlighting the beautiful traditional contours of the grand
staircase and the high arched windows.

The excellent acoustics of the Recital Room enhanced
the superb music from Colin Dewar and his band.
Unfortunately, as a result of some unexpected structural
changes, the hall was a little bit small to give full ‘elbow-
room’. However the floor was good, the music wonderful
and with a programme which appeared to please
everyone, | saw only happy faces as folk danced. The
smaller numbers and compact venue gave a friendly

Deance Classes
= at
@S trathclyde Yniversity

=% Publicity Convenor Pat McBride is keen
to see SCD taken to other parts of
—— Glasgow over and above our usual
=== catchment areas. As part of her
et nitiative Pat has persuaded Strathclyde
=== University to include Scottish Country

Dancing ciasses as short courses
. within their adult summer learning
programme. Two  classes are
proposed, one in the afternoon and one
in the evening, The Branch
recommended Jim Ferguson & Fiona
McDonald as the teachers. Classes will
run in August and end just before the

ps. We would like to hold another Summer Ball next year ea start of our classes so we hope that
but acknowledging that the hall was a bit small ( a pity = some of the attendees at Strathclyde
since it suited well in all other aspects) we will consider o -

another venue. Does anybody know of a suitably sized, will come on to our classes.
nicely furbished and reasonably priced hall in the
Glasgow area?

intimacy often not found at bigger events.

Thanks for your support and encouragement, everyone,
especially Maureen Daniel who produced the crib
booklets, Jimmy McMillan who printed them gratis, the
three mc’s, John Johnston, Hamish Gibb, Jim Ferguson
and Pam Gillies for Publicity Leaflets.

Margaret Weir ——

CLUB NIGHT

The next of our popular Club Nights — relaxed dancing to a familiar programme and with a great supper — will be held on
Saturday 11" November at the usual venue of New Kilpatrick Parish Church Hall, Bearsden, at 7:30pm.

MC - Jimmy McMillan. Music —cd's

Programme:

Happy Returns R MMM2 Baldovan Reel R Henderson
Reel of The Royal Scots R Goldring Kilkenny Castle S Forbes
Clydebank Strathspey S Goldring Mrs. Stewart’s Jig J Bk 35
Major lan Stewart J Bk 35 West’s Hornpipe R 5 Trad
Duke of Atholl’s Reel J Bk 16 Byron Strathspey S Drewry
Miss Milligan’s Strathspey Jubilee Jubilee Jig J Lflt.19
Kelloholm Jig J Lfit 32 Maxwell’s Rant R Bk 18

Tickets available at classes or from Flora Frame,Tel 942 6850

| LEND]NG L]BRARY |

The Branch now has a small lending library of some of the RSCDS Books of dances, in the large size with the music. John
Broadhead was clearing his study and decided that he didn't need them and presented the books to the Branch.

Books available are: C
No. 3, Nos. 6 to 41 (including 13 —Victory book ,17 — Coronation book, 31 — Diamond Jubilee book)

Also:
The Graded Book
5 Traditional SCD's -1965 4 S.C.D's -1978 5 S.C.D’s -1982

These may be of interest to an%/one looking for original tunes for certain dances, either for themselves or to give to some
of the newer bands which don’t possess a full set of books.

The books can be borrowed for a loan period of a month at a time, from Hamish Gibb
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SENIORS GROUP

The Seniors Group met for their Spring meeting at the
usual venue — Ewington Hotel. On this occasion our guest
artiste was our own Nan McMillan. Nan had selected from
her vast repertoire popular Scots songs and Songs from
the Shows to entertain us. If you were not there you
missed a great afternoon. Many thanks Nan for a truly
wonderful afternoon. The afternoon ended with afternoon
tea.

Members who attended the summer outing asked if |
would do a resume of the day.

The annual summer outing which is organised by Graham
Murray was held on Wednesday 7" June. This year
Graham arranged that we team up with the Wednesday
walkers of Bearsden and Milngavie Ramblers for a visit to
Pitlochry Festival Theatre. It was a glorious day the sun
shone continuously all day. We departed from Milngavie
Station by coach at 9 a,m., had a short ‘comfort’ stop at
Perth — Caithness Glass Showroom restaurant for
morning coffee - and arrived at Pitlochry around 11.30
a.m. This allowed time before lunch for a walk around the
grounds, along the river bank, or as some did just sitting
in the sunshine. Lunch was in the beautiful and delightful
surroundings of the Theatre Restaurant. The meal was
excellent and was of the very high standard which we,
who have dined there in previous years, have come to
expect.. The play was ‘Summer Lightning’ which everyone
enjoyed. There was a short electrical power failure, which
meant that the interval between Act 1 and 2 was
considerably shorter — just time for a quick ice cream or
soft drink - and we missed out on a stop on the way home,
arriving back in Milngavie around 6.45 p.m.

Unfortunately our Hon. Vice President, Duncan MacLean
did not manage to make the trip to Pitlochry on this
occasion. The members who attended were Agnes
Campbell, Agnes McDonald, Betty Dougall, George and
Nan Lawson, Jock and Pat Lindsay, Margaret McKenzie,
and of course Graham and yours truly.

Congratulations to Graham for arranging this trip for us
and speaking to the weatherman to bring out the sun. We
wonder which ‘hat’ you were wearing on the 7" your
Dancing or Walking one (I know you forgot to take one or
did | forget to put one in my hand bag for you) — it does not
really matter — dancers and walkers enjoyed the day.

Ruth Beattie will be in touch with Members advising when
the Autumn meeting of the Group will be held.

Helen Murray

Editorial

It seems that immediate past chairmen don’t get to retire
gracefully from Branch activities. As no one volunteered
to take on the vacant Editorship of this prestigious
Newsletter, | have picked up the responsibility — just as
Les did 4 years ago.

| don’t anticipate many changes to the Newsletter al-
though, as | only have simple software on my computer,
production, including layout, is being handled by a local
company. | will be encouraging members to contribute
articles, letters and even amusing stories of what has
happened on the dancefloor (or elsewhere).

My views on the way forward for the Branch were
expressed in my Chairman’s addresses during my time
in office. | hope that the current committee will continue
to move forward, further developing some of the new
initiatives that have been introduced. In my final ad-
dress to the AGM in May, | recommended that the
Branch introduce budgets for our major activities, in-
cluding general support activities such as Publicity. We
have lacked a good forward expenditure forecasting
system as was highlighted last year by the unexpectedly
large costs associated with the Primary Schools Festi-
vals.

I am told that nothing gladdens an editor's heart more
than to receive letters headed ..Dear Editor — particular-
ly if these are in response to an article in previous issues
and even better if the correspondent is taking issue with
something. Correspondence, preferably signed with the
writer's name and not just “Brassed off, Bearsden or
Cheesed off, Clarkston”, can be sent by e-mail, snail
mail, or handed to me at dances or the Tuesday or
Wednesday classes.

As Robbie Shepherd says at the end of his dance music
programme ‘Take The Floor'.."Aye looking out for you”.

Hamish Gibb

A light supper will be provided at the Branch'’s 4 winter dances in October, December,
March and April. Ticket prices will be £6 and it will be very helpful to the committee
members managing the catering if dancers would buy their tickets in advance.













