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Chairman’s Notes

Did you enjoy the latest issue of Scottish Country Dancer? | think that it is a superb
production and | did like seeing the face of one of our young Glasgow School boys,
on the front cover. There was also an excellent report of the Kelvin Hall event inside
— quite good publicity for the Branch.

Also inside was an advert by the Newcastle Branch inviting youngsters to devise a
dance suitable for young people. Those readers who attended the last Branch AGM
may recall that | was inviled to collate material for a new Glasgow Book of dances
as the Society is no fonger producing annual books. | therefore turn the proposal
over to membership to submit their ideas for new dances sometime in the next
twelve months. We may be able to issue an 85th Anniversary Book in 2008!

I am pleased to say that | have managed to visit all of the branch classes. All of them
would welcome a few more on the floor but a ioya! nucleus keeps us going. | did
wonder, one mild September evening, as | made my way to the Cleveden classes
passing busy Hyndland pavement cafes whether these would be distractions from
our activities but no! — our regulars were keen to be back for another season’s
dancing.

This regular support is a great encouragement to our teachers and fellow dancers.
However as the teacher of one of our Introductory classes I'm sometimes
disappointed at the way some people dip in and out of a class and yet still expect to
make progress. This, taken with similar experience teaching the short Introduction
to Scottish Country Dancing course at Strathclyde University, shows that new
guidelines are needed for future courses. The Wednesday afternoon class don't
need to be reminded to smile during dancing. Although their technique may not be
the sharpest, their enjoyment was obvious — long may they find it so!

Altendance at the monthly dances has increased recently and the Commitiee are
grateful for the encouraging remarks regarding the catering changes. Also on behalf
of the Committee | would like to thank all those who have renewed their membership
and especially those who have given donations. With this Newsletter you will find
a form regarding the Gift Aid Scheme which many use to donate to Charities. If you
are a taxpayer and are prepared to enter the scheme this will provide additional
revenue for the Branch. Il seems strange that RSCDS has not introduced the
Scheme before.

Atthe time of writing we are looking forward to our Chiidren In Need event at Haghill,

Club Night and the December Dance and hope that these meet with the success that the organisers hope for.
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You may be interested to know that around 80 teachers in Scotiand have now formed TAS (Teachers Association
Scotland) and | and a few others in Glasgow have joined. Foliowing the initial meeting in Edinburgh last Spring,

plans are that a Workshap and AGM will be held in Glasgow next September.

Elsewhere in this Newsletter are my notes on this year's AGM of The Society.

With best wishes for the Festive Season and looking forward to another Gala night at our New Year Bali in January.

Jim Ferguson, Chairman



CLASSES 2007

w/c Monday 8 January 2007 - w/c Monday 26 March 2007 { 11 weeks)

There will be no classes during w/c Monday 12 February 2006

The Advanced Class meets on alternate Wednesdays beginning on 17" January

Details
Day Time Venue Teacher & Musician
Monday ‘
Introductory 7.00pm - 8.00pm  Qur Lady of Annunciation Mr Jim Ferfg.uson _
School Miss Dorothy Hamilton
General 8.00pm - 9.30pm  OQur Lady of Annunciation Mr Jimmy McMillan
School Miss Dorothy Hamilton
Tuesday )
Introductory 7.00pm - 8.00pm  Cleveden School Mrs Marion Mclntosh
Mr David Ross
General 8.00pm - 10.00pm Cleveden School Mr John Johnston
Mr David Ross
Wednesday
General 2.00pm -3.30pm St Paul's Church Hall Mrs Pearl Smith
Whiteinch Mr David Ross
Advanced 7:30pm - 9:00pm  Bellahouston Academy Mrs. Fiona McDonald
{(fortnightly} Mr. John Renton
Thursday
Demonstration 7:15 -9:15pm Bellahouston Academy Mr. Alastair Brown
Group
Cost: Members £32.00 per term or £3.50 per night

Non-Members: £44.00 per term or £4.50 per night

£2.00 per night.

e 2007 Dances
Friday 9th March 2007, Clarkston Hall | Friday 27" April, Bearsden Burgh Hall

Introductory Class:

, ~ J Jubilee hig NS
i{ ,;}(i,‘mhiti::glh gt gé R Mr Wilson's Hornpipe Bk 16
S Autumn in Appin Bk 31 S Eileen Watt's Strathspey S.C.Dancer
J Roaring Jelly Foss J Napiers Index Bk 45
;{! Q@muliiof; R%tl‘l, ' Bl 3¢ R Clutha Bk 31
ISp of the 1 histie 30 : A
7 sist Travellers Bk 44 5 Three Sisters Drewry
R Ray Milbourne J Immigrant Lgss . Bk 39
R Back to the Fireside Bk 38
H Davy Nick Nack
g ligpzl and tgc Penguin SB?QS J Joie de Vivre Bk 39
2 Coates Crescent -1 of Ei
J The Nurseryman Bk 37 g &/o_ulnq Rii/l ?lt Eight St4247
R Saltire Society Reel L/let ,'S ing we
S Minister on the Loch Goldring J Midnight Oil Drewry
J Argyll's Fancy Graded Bk R Westminster Reel Bk 45
R Happy Returns MMM S This is no My Ain Hoose  Bki5
e D o J Starry-eyed Lassie Bk 23
prtras l(?lljispgt:;:vl I[t:a\'s‘c\‘ gﬁ”zlﬁ“on R Reel of the S1st Division Bk 13

Crib sheels are available on our web site, www.rscdsglasqow.org. At the home page please click on Dances.
Anyone without web access can obtain a copy of the crib by sending a s.a.e. to Maureen Daniel.
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————[(Editor’s Musings }-——————

New Format.

When | said in my last editorial that | didn't anticipate many changes to the
Newsletter, | had not heard about the postal charge increases. With the introduction
of new rates which charge more for A4 documents, the Committee decided that we
should publish in the smaller A5 size. This has meant a bit of extra work to achieve
the layout, which is done by our printers, and | hope that you find the result

satisfactory (even if some readers may have to put on their reading glasses to see
the smaller print).

Letters

in my first issue | encouraged readers to send letters to the Editor, preferably on a
subject which would raise some debate. The most challenging letter received so far,
however, was from a lady, (a professional promoter of good grammar), who gently
chided me about some of my syntax. Perhaps the old comment, familiar from
schooldays of, ..“could do better”.. applied to my first edition of this Newsletter.

Smiles on the Branch Logo

When Les Lambert was Editor he asked if members wanted a new Glasgow Branch
logo to replace the familiar couple dancing in front of the Tron Steeple. No one rose
to the challenge so presumably members are keen to keep it. However with repeated
reproductions and transfers from one editor's computer {o another’s, the image had
got a bit fuzzy and indistinct. Dick Daniel cleaned up the image and the smile has
been restored to the lady dancer's face. | used the cleaned up logo on the last
Newsletter where it can be seen in all its detail. Unfortunately with the new small size
format of the Newsletter our dancing couple have been shrunk to fit, but they are still
smiling. This is how dancing should be -~ there are too many serious faces on the
floor. We dance for pleasure, so let us show it.

New Society Logo

You will have seen the new Society logo on the recent issue of Scottish Country
Dancer. The crown of ghillies has been reduced in size and superimposed over rscds
in lower case tetters, which in turn overlies the new ‘Dance Scottish’ slogan. This is
all part of a drive to present a more modern image. Does it work? Do you like it?

Should The Society have consulted members for their views on a new logo? Let me
have your views.

Editor - Hamish Gibb, 12 Upper Glenburn Road, Bearsden G61 4BW
Tel: 0141 942 2041 Email: hamish_gibb@hotmail.com



Friday 17+ January 2007, Paisley Town Hall
Lan Muir Band
Programme
J. Mes. Stewart's Jig Bk 35 Pride of Erin Waltz
R. College Hornpipe BL 20 J. Noah's Ark Bk 45
S. Butterscoteh & Honey Attwood R. lrish Rover Cosh
J. White Heather Jig Cosh S. Sands of Morar Bk 45
R. Shiftin® Bobbins Clowes J.o LPETUA Hamilton
S, Compliments te The Lawsons R. Catceh The Wind Bk 45
Johnston

J. The Express Bk 20 S. Minister on the Loch Goldring
R. Back to the Fiveside Bk 38 J. Kkelloholm Jig Lfl¢.

Interval R. Mairi's Wedding Cosh

Fxtras:
J. Jenniter's Jig Drewry
S. Cashmmere Shawl Boyd
o d collection of old facowurites and some recent dances.
Tickets, £ 18.50, each from class representatives
or from Flora Frame tel 942 6850 ( send s.a.e.)
RSCDS AGM Report

irene Bennett took over as Chairman, resplendent in the RSCDS tartan complete with handbag, and
Atex Gray became Chairman Elect. As a former Chairman of the Education & Training Committee, Alex
was instrumental in setting up the new Teachers’ Training Programme.

The Society’s finances appear to be in a healthy condition but certain issues would have to be borne in

mind for future plans. Despite a deficit for the year to March 2006 the Society had total reserves of
£745,000.

The new website is now in operation and members can now contact HQ from their own homes. All
member details have been updated. A new,part-time Publicity person is soon to be appointed. The new
Logo is in use and Branches would be licensed to use it shortly.

The Secretary hoped that the recent staffing difficulties were now over and looked forward to some
stability. 2 new Branches had been established and there are now over 400 Affiliated Groups.

The adoption of the revised Constitution took considerable time with the tellers hard worked because of
extended voting on amendments. The main change involved the Management Board which would have
the power to appoint the best qualified candidates for posts such as Schools Director, by a selection
procedure which would include an interview and discussion rather than the old system of issuing
candidate profiles. In the end, delegates voted for the Management Board “to get on and manage’.

Jim Ferguson

Editor's Note: Alex Gray is the devisor of ‘the Swirl' movement, which he first introduced in dances
published in Edinburgh. The dance in Book 45, ‘The Dream Catcher’, devised by Eileen Orr,
incorporates the swirt with great effect.
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The Members’ Forum at this year’s Annual Conference

The forum provides an opportunity for members of the Society to exchange ideas and
discuss issues which lie outwith the formal proceedings of the AGM.

This year, instead of a large meeting comprising all members, we were divided into
groups of a dozen and asked to take two out of 4 topics for discussion, followed by a
plenary session. We were assured that the comments would be forwarded to the
Management Board for action.

The topics were:-

item A. Select 4 adjectives from a list which contained — FUN, OLD, GENERATION,
WELCOMING, OPEN, ACCESSIBLE etc which an outsider might use in looking at
the RSCDS.

Item B The Future role of The Society
Item C The Society’s Publishing & Sales Activities

ltem D The Relationship between Affiliated Groups and The Society.

Comments:

item A. You might be interested to learn that the Society was considered as being
“FUN" and "WELCOMING” and the fault was often with outsiders who could not form
a true opinion because of irregular attendance. Some relaxation of dress code was
favoured and mention was made that if dancers in the hall have their noses in cribs or
the * Wee Green Book, can dancing really be a fun activity?

Item B. This dealt with the buying in of professional services rather than relying on
volunteers so as to make the Society a slicker and more business-like organisation.
The Society was moving from a Scottish organisation with international membership
to an international organisation based on a Scottish tradition.

item C. What do members want from the Society in the way of books, advice,
information etc.? Is having a shop a wasted effort — should we outsource? Is the
Society making the best use of the internet?

Item D. How do groups and the Society benefit from each other. Is there a benefit?
What do Groups get for their £25 fee? Why does the Society not get more members
from Groups? Do Groups just want an RSCDS trained teacher and no other contact
with the Society? 1t is interesting that of 4 groups seeking affiliation, 2 were from
abroad and 2 from Scotland including one from Edinburgh. Are Branches just
becoming “Umbrella Groups” for Affiliated Groups and giving them free advertising in
Branch Newsletters.

What are you thoughts on any of the above items? How should the Management
Board respond? | am sure that the Editor would be glad to receive your comments.
Jim Ferguson.
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Mrs. Rose Cosh Celxic Connections - 2007

After our successful workshops at
Celtic Connections in January this
year, we have been given the
opportunity to hold another workshop
at the 2007 festival. It will take the
form of a ‘Come and Try’ session for
people who have never tried Scottish

Mrs. Rose Cosh, widow of dance
devisor James Cosh, died earlier this
year. Members will recall the visit by
Rose and their son to our Spring Class,
4 years ago, when we were featuring
Jimmy Cosh’s dances. Rose amused
us by describing how on family hclidays
Jimmy would work out dance patterns in

the beach sand. = Country Dancing before or who
) danced many years ago and would
Chairman Jim Ferguson, Hon. Secy. il like a refresher.

Duncan Drummond and Membership 0
Secretary Maureen Daniel attended the &l| If you know of anyone who would like
funeral, representing The Branch. to attend such a session, please
encourage them to come along. It
takes place on Saturday, 3rd
February in the Royal Concert Hall.

Three of Jimmy's most popular dances
(firm favourites with Glasgow folk} are
included in the New Year Ball
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programme. Tickets are available from the box
office.
el
Sl == e
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= Aberfoyle Dinner Dance and Overnight Stay 2007
= .
E I'his event is being held on Friday/Saturday, February 23/24, 2007 ol
i at the Rob Roy Motel, Abertfoyle. ;
e v
E ‘ The Band will be the Dumgoyne Scottish Dance Band, led by Robert McColl. -
-
— & ¢ <% Please note that full payment is due by December 15, 2006 ¢<¢<<
S
Please make cheques payable to RSCDS Glasgow Branch and send to EEE
Mrs Maureen Danicl, Woods-side, Warlock Road, BRIDGE OF WEIR, PATIl 3PZ -
{glasrscdsmemseciwhotmail.com] e
Wovaias
¢ &< A few places are still available $$$<$ v
The total cost tor 4 course dinner, dance, overnight stay, breakfast and walk is only —
£32.50 per head [+£6 Single room Supplement], ":
m—
If you would like to attend, please get in touch as soon as possible [01505 614454] - first come, first served.
]
Details and an Application Form can be downloaded from the Glasgow Branch Website. o
http://www.rscdsglasgow.org/ —
[, I
Select:-"Aberfovle Dinner Dance & Overnight Stay™, then “Details™, or “Reply Slip” e
o Ctib Sheets are also available
gt Setect:-"Dances™, then “Aberfoyle Dinner Dance™, then “Crib sheet™, or phone [01505 614454]. Mo
ve
- —
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Events Diary — What's On
December
1 Branch Dance Carmichael Hall
2 Scottish Universities SCD Cleveden School
7 Committee Meeting Partick Burgh Hall
2007
January
8 -1 Classes Resume
10 Committee Meeting Partick Burgh Hall
12 Annual Ball Paisley Town Hall
19 Alba Dancers, Social dancing Kinning Park
February
Come & Try @ Celtic Connections  Royal Concert Hall
23 Dinner Dance & Overnight Aberfoyle
March
3 G.U. SCD Club Annual Dance t.b. a.
9 Branch Dance Clarkston Hall
14 Glasgow Schools Festival Kelvin Hall
24 Club Night New Kilpatrick Church Hall
27 Committee Meeting Partick Burgh Hall
May
: 11 Miliport Weekend Millport

KILMARNOCK & DISTRICT BRANCH

Kilmarnock and District Branch celebrated their 70" birthday with a Ball held on 27t
October within the Grand Hall, Kilmarnock. Guests were welcomed by Chairman,
Mrs. Annie Parker and members of the committee. Representing R.S.C.D.S. HQ
were Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Adam. This was the last function which Stewart would
attend as Chairman of The Society before demitting office at the upcoming A.G.M.

After dinner, music for the Ball was provided by The Fleming Sound. Missing from
the line up was Colin Dewar who has recently had a spell in hospital. We wish him a
speedy recovery. During the evening a dance specially commissioned for the 70"
Anniversary— The Grand Hall, a 32 bar Strathspey for 4 couples, devised by John
Johnston - was demonstrated by a team of ladies and then danced by all. The music
for this dance was composed by Mrs. Janie Barr, and arranged by John Renton.
Janie, a former Branch pianist and long time member of the original Fleming Band is
still the driving force behind the Fleming Sound. Her music perfectly complemented
the dance. We look forward to dancing The Grand Hall again in future programmes.

Our congratulations to Kilmarnock & District on achieving this milestone in the history
of the Branch.


















